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+ THE BXFOSITOR. 





-¥ PROVE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is GOOD.” 





PARABLE Vil. § 

meetin PEREUES Pus Me Fur te eww stewas, cays > The kingdom 
of heaven is likened unto a wan which sowed good seed in his field ; 
but while men slept, his enemy came upd sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and 
grought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of 
fhe householder came, and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow 
good seed in thy field ? from whence then hath it tares ? He said 
anto them, an enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, 
Wilt thou, then, that we go and gather them up ? But he said Nay ; 
Jest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
4hem. Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the time of 
dhe harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the 
tares, and biad them in bundles to burn them ; but gather the wheat 

sMnto my barn.” Matt. xiii. 24—30. 


It is not an undeserved compliment, to say 
that the labors of Mr. Hosea Ballou, are not 
surpassed in usefulness, by any productions of 
the age. But he would be the last to require 
an implicit acquiescence in all he has said and 
written. To follow the example he has given 
us,in the bold and fearless manner in which he 
has investigated the concerns of religion, will 
ho, no doubt, as acveptuble a return tor the in- 
struction we have received from him, as can be 
made; and hence, though our opinion in some 
instances, and especially in relation to the a- 
bove parable, does not coincide altogether with 
his; we would, though it be with diffidence, 
express our convictions with the utmost free- 
dom. The objections which we have to urge 
against his remarks on this parable, in his 
“ Notes and illustrations of the parables of the 
New Testament,” are the following. 

First ; we cannot perceive what particular 
affinity this parable has to the preceding one 
of the Sower. It certainly does not follow be- 
eause of its being in the same chapter, that it 
is intended to illustrate the same subject, And 
moreover, our Saviour’s words are always to 
the point, thereby superceding the necessity of 
a repetition, We may safely conclude, until 
proof is produced to the contrary, that he nev- 
ef, to tlie same auditors, uses different meta- 
phors to illustrate the same truth. We do not 
contend, that Mr. Ballou has strenuously insist- 
éd that such was the fact without some plausi- 
ble reason for doing so; but make these re- 
marks for the purpose of aiding in the consid- 
eration of what follows, Secondly, That Christ 
wa represented by the man that sowed good 
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seed in the field, is evident from the explana- 
tion given by himself; but we must dissent 
from the explanation given by Mr, B, of that 
which was represented by the good seed, Mr. 
Ballou maintains, that the good seed represents 
“the word of the kingdom;” but we are en- 
tirely at a loss why he could thiak so, Our Sa- 
viour declares that “the good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom ;” and it is quite difficult 
to find any analogy between the children of the 
kingdom, and “the word of the kingdom.”— 
Thirdly, It is maintained by Mr, B. that “ man,* 
to whom the gospel was preashed,” is the field 
or is represented “ by the field, whose owner is 
Christ,” Here again we are at a loss to deter- 
mine how such can be the fact. Our Saviour 
in his explanation, verse 38, says, “the rieLp 
is the wortp.” Now, even if we admit that 
“ the world” is put for “ the posterity of Adam,” 
we cannot see the agreement between the ex- 
planation of our Saviour, and that given by Mr. 
Ballou: For fourthly ; Mr. B. says under his 
fifth particular, that “ the introduction of false 
doctrines into the cnurcn, is signified by an 
enemy’s sowing tares among the wheat.” Now 
this parable is acknowledged to be a represen- 
tation of something relating particularly to the 
kingdom of heaven ; by which we understand, 
the gospel dispensation, or reign of Christ. in 
the hearts of men; and we would be glad to 
know if “the world” in either of the scriptural 
senses of the terms, signify the church, or the 
kingdom of heaven? We have reason to be- 
lieve that that part of mankind who are repre- 
sented by the word “ world” have, for the time 
being, no lot or part in the church. . Publicans 
and harlots may enter into the kingdom of hea- 


.ben before certain over-righteous persons, but 


they cannot enter the precincts of Zion, as pub- 
licans and harlots; for flesh and blood, or to 
speak without a metaphor, carnality and lust 





*We understand by Mr. Ballou’s remarks, that man ia an indivté- 
ual capacity, is represented by the field ; and that the parable ap- 
plies to cvery man to whom the gospel is preached. The impropri 
ty of such an application of the subject, we think apparent from the 
consideration that some men are not subject to error but are born im 
to the kingdom of truth and love, in a more unqualified sense, than is. 
inferable from the explanation given us by our able and esteemed 
Father in Israel Mr. B. Those who are ‘saved by a knowledge of 
the truth, and have enlisted under the banner of Immanuel, are hit 
in word and in deed. Their evil propensities are then overcome an@ 
subdued by the spirit of divine grace, and they are. no longer mdef 
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cannot inheritt the kingdom, So that which- 
ever way the subject turns, there seems to be 
a discrepance in the explanation given by Mr. 
Ballou. Fifthly. If the distinction made inthe 
foregoing remarks between the church and the 
world be correct, it would seem to follow that 
the appearance of the tares amongst the wheat 
does not signify that falsehood would be mixed 
with truth, in the understandings of individual 
¢ehristians who are in reality what they profess 
to be. We desire the reader to understand, 
that we do not insist that error does not some- 
times exist in the heart of the christian, but, that 
this parable has no allusion to such a thing.— 
Honest and good professors are liable to enter- 
tain erroneous opinions, and to do wrong, but 
it does not follow from this concession, that 
such fact is taught inthe parable under con- 
sideration. Sirthly. If we admit, with Mr. 
Ballou, that the “ desire of professors of purg- 
ing false ideas and notions out of the church, 
is represented by servants asking leave to gath- 
er tares from among wheat,” it would seem to 
jead the servants of Christ to slothfulness and 
indifference. If such be the correct explana- 
tion, it would be advisable we should think, for 
ministers of the gospel to stand still and ob- 
serve the signs of the times, rather than follow 
the example of Mr. B. and his cotemporaries 
in plucking up the errors of the church. Per- 
haps the harvest has not yet come, and in our 
endeavors to destroy the tares, or errors, we 
may have disobeyed the directions of the great 
householder! But, seventhly. That it was the 
will of the Saviour, that false doctrines should 
be imbibed, until their fruits should come to 
maturity, is perhaps admissible but we can 
hardly refrain from asking, did he not manifest 
in all his preacliing, a desire, or if the reader 
lease, a wiLu to have all men come unto the 
Lnawieige of the truth ? It will be admitted on 
all hands, that after certain of the Jews had 
obstinately rejected the truth and its most con- 
vincing proofs, it was determined that they 
should be cast out of the kingdom ; but it seems 
to be derogatory to the character of Jesus, to 
suppose that ho willed that they should be ob- 
stinate so that they might be discarded ! 
We have thus noticed the principal objec- 
tions to be urged against the explanation of the 
ie as given by Mr. Ballou; and though it 
is much more easy to point out defects than to 
furnish a remedy for them, we shall now pro- 
4#'We do not. mean that bad persons cannot enter the visible 
ehurch of Christ ; but that sach persons cannot inherit or enjoy the 
blessings of the gospel. If by the kingdom of heaven, we understand 
the company of those who outwardly profess Christ, it must be con- 
ceded that many bad persous belong to it. And if our explanation of 
the parable should seemi to involve a contradiction relative to the 
church or kingdom of heaven, the difficulty may be removed by con- 
sulting the para ble ofthe Ten Virgins, five of whom were wise and 


* fivefoolish. While, therefore, it may be proper to say that flesh and 


blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven, or that the church or 
kingdom is not “ the world,” but separate and distinct from it ; it 
May also be understood that bad men are outwardly members of it. 








ceed to give our own views of the subject ; de- 
siring at the same time, that our more ex 
rienced brethren may correct our mistakes if 
they discover any, after duly reflecting upon 
the subject. 

1. By the man who sowed good seed, we un- 
derstand, as does Mr. B. the son of man, or Je- 
sus Christ, This is abundantly established by 
our Saviour in his explanation, ver. 87. and ig 
admitted by all. 

2. The field in which the seed was sowed, 
“is the world,” By the term “ world” as it is 
used in the explanation of our Saviour, ver. 38, 
we understand the great body of those who 


heard the gospel and professed it, A i 
to Mr. Ballou's exposition, if we Asporin 


him, the world means the heart of a christian in 
which good and bad seed is suffered to grow 
until the end of the gospel dispensation; but 
for various reasons, which will be more appa- 
rent in the sequel, a more enlarged construc- 
tion appears proper and essential. Dr. A. 
Clarke, whose opinion is entitled to much res- 
pect, says, “ In general, the world may be term- 
ed the field of God; and in particular those 
who profess to believe in God through Christ, 
are his field or farm ;” and we cannot discoy- 
er any impropriety in supposing that the multi- 
tude of these who professed to be subjects of 
the heavenly kinasdont, were intended by the 
field, This would agree with the use of the 
term world in John, xii. 19. “ The Pharisees, 
therefore said among themselves, perceive ye 
how you prevail nothing? behold, the world 
is gone after him.” By thus giving it a gen- 
eral, rather than u limited application, we shall 
avoid many difficulties. 

3. “ The good seed are the children of the 
kingdom.” By the children of the kingdom 
we understand those persons who professed to 
be followers of Christ, and who lived upto their 
professions. It was not every one that cried, 
“Lord, Lord,” that entered into the kingdom of 
God; but those who knew their Master’s will 
and performed it, are in scripture denominated 
children of God, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ ; and,as in the explanation of our 
Saviour, ver. 38, “ children of the kingdom,” 
Mr. Kaeeland, whose invaluable “ Improved 
Version of the New Testament” should be in 
the hands of every christian, seems to be'of a 
similar opinion. He renders the passage thus. 
“ The good seed are the sons of the kingdom.” 

4. The tares are the children of the wick- 
ed Lone By omitting the supplied word 
“ one,” the sense might be, that the tares 
represented the children of apostateand un- 
godly parents; and there is some plausibil- 
ity in the idea; but admitting that the word 
“ one” should be added, and there appears to 
be nothing irreconcilable with scripture or rea- 
son, Suppose’we should admit that the tares 
represent children of the devil, there is then 
nothing so absurd in the construction as has 
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been imagined. Our Saviour said to the Jews, 
John viii, 44. “ Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do;” and 
there is as much impropriety in this declaration 
of our lord, as there can be in saying that bad 
men are. characteristically children of the de- 
vil. For the devil himself could not be a fath- 
er unless he had children ; and men sometimes 
act as much like the devil as they can. Man, 
when under the influence of a spirit of opposi- 
tion to God and truth are earthly, sensual and 
devilish, and are as much begotten of the devil 
to the hope of happiness in sin, as the saints of 
God are to a lively hope of heaven. It does 
not follow that because some are children of 
the devil, he is the Creator of them, any more 
than it does that Christ is the Supreme Crea- 
tor because he “hath begotten us again to a 
lively hope.” But, ‘ 
5. “ The enemy. that sowed them is the devil.” 
The question arises, who, or what isthe devil? 
Balfour in his “ Second Inquiry ;” Thompson, 
on Domonology, and Kneeland, in his Lec- 
tures on various subjects connected with these 
matters, have so effectually exploded the notion 
of a personal devil, that we hope never again 
to hear of such an absurdity. The public 


could as soon be convinced of the truth of Cot- | 


ton Mather’s disquisitions on witch-craft, as of 
the existence of such a fabled monster as has 
ounce been believed in ; and hence to contend 
that the devil or satan, is not such a being, 
would be useless, “ The spirit that now wor- 
keth in the children of disobedience,” is all 
the devil we know any thing about ; and this 
adversary, or devil, is the enemy that planted 
the tares among the wheat. If the question 
should be asked, how did this adversary sow 
the bad seed among professors of christianity ; 
the following answer may be given. The Jews, 
as a body, may be considered as the adversary ; 
and by intruding themselves into the multitude 
of those who professed to follow Christ, and 
by adhering to many of their traditions and 
preconceived opinions, as well as by their op- 
position to the truth, caused many to err. In 
this way some, and doubtless many, who had 
been pure in heart at first, finally became cor- 
rupted, and were likened unto tares or bastard 
wheat. A quotation from the remarks of Dr, 
A. Clarke, may serve to throw much light up- 
on this subject. He says, “ when the profes- 
sors were lukewarm, and the pastors indolent, 
his enemy came and sowed tares, DEGENERATE 
wheat. The righteous and the wicked are 
often mingled in the visible church. Every 
christian society, how pure soever its princi- 
ples may be, has its bastard wheat—those who 
bear a resemblance to the good, but whose 
hearts are not right with God. He who sows 
this bastard wheat among God’s people, is 
here styled God’s enemy ; and he may be con- 
sidered a sower of them, who permits them to 
be sown and to spring up through his negli- 
gence, Wo tothe indolent pastors, who per- 








mit the souls under their care to be corrupted 
by error or sin.” 


“ The word zjzania, which is here transla- 
ted tares, and which should rather be transla- 
ted bastard or degenerate wheat, is found in 
no Greek, writer : even those who have written 
expressly on botany and agriculture, have nei-/ 
ther it, nor any thing like it. It is a Chaldee 
word, and its meaning must be sought in the 
Rabbinical writers. In a treatise in the Mish. 
na, called Kelayim, which treats expressly on 
different kinds of seeds, the word zunim, or zu- 
nin, is used for bastard or degenerated wheat; 
that which was wholly a right seed in the be- 
ginning, but afterwards became degenerate— 
the ear not being so large, nor the grains in 
such quantity as formerly, nor the corns so 
good in quality. In Ps. exliv. 13, the words 
mizzan al zan, are translated all manner of 
store ; but they properly signify from species 
¢o species ; might not the Chaldee word zunin, 
andthe Greek word zizania, come from the 
Psalmist’s zanzan, which might have signified 
a mixture of grain of any kind, and be here 
used to point out the mixing bastard or degen- 
erate wheat, among good seed wheat? ‘The 
Persian translator renders it telkh danch, bit- 
ter grain, but it seems to signify merely de- 
generate wheat. This interpretation throws 
much light on the scope and design of the 
whole passage.” See Dr. A. Clarke, on the 
place. 


It may be proper here to answer a few.ques- 
tions which naturally arise in the mind, and 
have been agitated by Mr. Ballou, “ Iftares, 
in the parable, mean wicked men, what does 
the text mean by saying that while men slept 
an enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat and went his way ?” And again; “ who 
were those men, that slept while the enemy 
were sowing tares among the wheat ?” An- 
swer, 1, Admitting that tares or bastard wheat 
signify wicked men, we can see no difficulty in 
supposing that good men could be asleep even 
while bad men were awake. And 2. In reply 
to the question “ who were those mea who slept 
at the time this enemy sowed tares agnong the 
wheat,” we answer, they were good men, i. e. 
those who were characteristically so. Such 
men semtimes sleep on their posts ; and per- 
haps the best of men, being fatigued with 
“ much watching,” become dull and stupid in 
the cause which they love and honor. Asa 
farther reply, we might ask, who is the devil 
that sowed the tares according to Mr, Ballou’s 
interpretation ? ‘The answer will probably be, 
“the spirit which worketh in the children of 
disobedience.” Then we again ask, what did 
the devil sow ? The answer must be, if we are 
not in error, that he sowed a spirit of opposi- 
tion and disobedience.. Then does it not fol- 
low from the premises of Mr, B. that a spirit 
of opposition and disobedience, sowed in the 
hearts of men, a spirit of opposition and diso-. 
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bedince ? or in other words, that the deyil 
sowed himself ? 

6, “ The harvest is the end of the age.”.— 
It is unnecessary to contend at large, that the 
text does not refer to the end of time, as has 
been supposed ; for our readers are familiar 
with the subject, and need+not be told that the 
Greek noun translated “ world” in the received 
text, should be translated age, as above. It 
oo only to. be said, that the end of the 
peNod spoken of in the text, is that of the le- 
gal or Mosaic dispensation, The separation 
between the righteous and wicked was then to 
take place, as set forth in Matt. xxiv, and ma- 
ny other places, which will be noticed hereaf- 
ter. 

7. “ The reapers are the angels.” At the 
period above mentioned, the Son of Man was 
to send forth his messengers, or angels, and 
they were to gather out of the kingdom of God, 
or the church of Christ, “ all things that of- 
fend, and ruem which do iniquity.” This un- 
questionably alludes to the coming of Christ, 
as spoken of in Matt. xvi. 27, 28, which was 
to take place during the life-time of some who 
listened to his discourse. “ For the Son of 
Man shall come in the glory of his Father 
WITH HIS ANGELS ; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works: Verily I 
say unto you, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.” As this sub- 
= will be considered more at large when the 

arable of the sheep and goats is illustrated, 
we add no more at present on this particular. 

8. “ And shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” ‘To suppose that error and sin are to 
be cast into a furnace where shall be gnashing 
of teeth, is rather absurd ; nor is it less so to 
suppose that this Parable with its explana- 
tion as given by our Lord, proves the endless 
misery of the tares or wicked. Suppose we 
should admit that the wicked shall be cast into 
a furnace of fire ; does it follow that they will 
be fuel for the flames to eternity ? Is the doc- 
trine of “hell fire and brimstone” so clearly 
taught us ‘in the bible, that whenever we read 
the word furnace, or fire, we must necessarily 
conclude that endless misery is intended ? ‘The 
notion is ridiculous! We admit, kind reader, 
that when our Saviour Came in his kingdom, 
as mentioned in Mat. xvi, the wicked were cast 
into that state of ‘misery ‘represented by the 
furnace and the wailing mentioned in the text ; 
but we are without any evidence to support the 
idea that such “punishment was either eternal, 
or in another mode of being. 


Conciupinc Remarks, 

If any thing can establish the authenticity of 
the scriptures, it is the peculiar applicability of 
those lessons therein recorded,, Whenever 
the contemplative mind engages in an exami- 
nation of our Saviour’s discourses, it discovers 





a beauty, a simplicity, a sublimity, unequalled 
by the productions of man. He who could 
read the thoughts of the heart, was also able te 
prescribe the remedy, and afford relief, for eve- 
ry malady. From the parable above consid- 
ered, we may infer the original purity of man. 
He comes forth from the plastick hand of his 
Creator, a pure and spotless being. Like the 
wheat, he is “good of his kind.” But he soon 
becomes a prey to error and sin. His opening 
faculties are soon contaminated by pernicious 
examples ; and by being planted in a sterile 
soil, or for the want of proper culture, his fac- 
ulties become fruitless, and too often, like the 
degenerate plant of a strange vine, he becomes 
an useless stalk, or a pernicious weed in soci- 
ety. But should an unskilful hand attempt to 
remove that which appears to be so pernicious, 
more harm than good might be done. The 
better course would be to “dig around the 
root,” and endeavor by enriching the soil, to 
remove the blight and restore the vigor of the 
plant. This should be the labor of the minis- 
tering servants of Christ. Let us then water 
each thirsty plant with saLvaTion, and revive 
each drooping heart with the dews of divine 
grace! He who eradicates an eroncous im- 
pression, or saves a soul from moral death, 
will procure to himself an enviable crown of 
unfading glory! But he who sleeps on his post,, 
and suffers the enemy to despoil the fair work- 
manship of God, may expect that from him shall 
be taken away that which he seemeth to have. 
But a still more important duty devolves up- 
on the minister of the New Covenant. Con- 
verts to the truth are daily entering the peace- 
ful Zion of God: multitudes are opening their 
eyes to behold the beauties of the New Jerusa- 
lem, the “mother of us all ;” and when their 
eyes see the salvation of God, their theme is 
love, and joy, and peace! But an enemy is 
watching for an opportunity to lead astray each 
new born soul, and seeks for a time to sow a- 
mong the faithful, those ise, of evil which 
lead to degeneracy and ruin. It hence appears 
to be the duty of ministers, of individuals, and 
of societies, to be on their guard, that no wolves 
in sheep’s clothing may be allowed to enter the 
fold of Christ, to scatter and divide the flock. 


BFISTOLARY. 


We cheerfully comply with the request of Br. P. E. 
Howe, of Marcellus, Onondaga co. in giving publicity 
to the following letter of Mrs. Ferriss. ‘Many widow- 
ed hearts have been wounded by clerical cruelty; and 
to all such as are called to endure similar trials, we 
would recommend the practice of that resignation, and 
the exercise of that confidence in God, which was 
displayed in the conduct of the excellent authoress 
of the Jetter to Mr. Sawyer. How ample the pro- 
visions of grace! Even the lacerated bosom of a fe- 
male, bereft of a dear and affectionate husband, and dis- 
tressed by the calumnies of a bigot, can repair to the 
Father of morcies and find relief Go to your God; 
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os afdicted sons and daughters of men; and while cruel they both believe in the same Christ,) and for 





scribes and pharisees revile you and the dead, He will 


bless and comfort your souls! Reticion! fair daugh- i as he did in every particular. 
ter of heaven—thou art indeed acomforter! We would | this can be true ? 


dwell in thy tabernacles—we would enjoy thy peace- 
giving presence forever and ever. 
4A LETTER, 
Written by Mrs. Sally Ferriss, after the death of her 
husband, Mr. Walter Ferriss, a preacher of tiie Love 


of God, for many years in Charlotte, Vt. It was ad- | 


dressed to Mr. Isaac Sawyer, a Baptist preacher of 


Monkton ; and was occasioned by some uncharitable | 


expressions, made by Mr. Sawyer, against Mr, i'er- 
riss in particular, and the untverRsaLists at large. 
INTRODUCTION. 

It was with great reluctance that the writer of the 
following epistle consented to submit it to the public, 
as it was unthought of at the time it was written.— 
However, the pressing solicitude of highly esteemed 
friends obtained her consent, accompanied with a hum- 
ble desire that it may be to the honor of true religion. 

Cuarvotts, July 14th, 1826. 

Rev. Sir :—Be not surprised to receive a let- 
ter from one with whom you are so little acquain- 
ted. I have wished for some time, to see and 
converse with you, but not having an opportu- 
nity, 1 could not refrain from writing, especially 
as I believe I can answer my own mind better 
on paper than in conversation. 

Believe me, when I inform you that I feel no 
hardness towards your denomination, or any 
other on earth; for I feel that my God hath uo 
respect of persons: why then should I, who am 
so unworthy? Therefore, what I now write is 
with that friendly zeal which every christian 
believer ought to be possessed of, 

I have recently heard of many observations 
you have made concerning Mr. Ferriss, and ail 
universalists, which I confess, though they did 
not make me angry, grieved me very much,— 
Why should you, my brother, be so. uncharita- 
ble as to say, in public, that all the universalists 
were a loose people; that, to know what they 
were, they must be followed home to their fam- 
lies ; to advise your society to have no conver- 
sation with them ; that wil conuinniieian cor- 
tupts good manners, fc.! And afterwards, to 
say, that when you visited Mr, Ferriss in his 
sickness you had some charity for him, but that 
you went home and read your bible, and gave 
him up for lost? I was surprised to hear this, 
for I should have thought the bible would have 
taught you otherwise: I wish I knew where 
you found any thing in it that forbids charity, 
for I must confess I never could. It always 
appeared to.me, that mankind in general were 
too apt to lack in love and charity towards one 
another, and that this was the only reason there 
was so much blood spilt in former days. If 
people had been always taught to love one an- 
other, and to view all mankind as brethren, it 
would have saved thousands from the stake,— 
What a shame—what a reproach has it cast 
upon. the christian world, that one brother 
fhguid lead another to fire the faggots, (while 





what? Why, because he did not believe just 
Is it pessible 


Yes, it evidently is; let us 


| then pray for charity, if it will prevent such 


horrid proceedings. 

I believe, brother Sawyer, you would shudder 
| at the tho’t of persecution as quick as I should. 
| All f would wish to infer from the above, is to 
show the cause of persecution, which is the 
want of charity. 

I endeavor to write with candor, when I in- 
| form you, that I wish, if it be possible, that you 
| throw by all prejudice so far as to fellowship 

the Methodist—the Quaker—the Presbyteri- 
| an—the Churchman—the Universalists, and 
| all other Christian believers, remembering they 
all believe in the same Jesus that yoa do: let 
all those outward forms alone, they have gone 
according to what light they have received, and 
you have done no more. Yes, brother Sawyer, I 
wish you would: be more charitable than you 
hitherto have been ; and when you think you see 
any one in an error, endeavor to bring your mind 
to the following rules: Let the righteous smite 
me, it shall be kindness ; and let them reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil which shall not 
break my head, But let not the man who would 
write, dip his pen in gall, nor he, who would 
converse, make his tongue as a sharp sword; 
but let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamoryand evil speaking be put away from you, 
with ail malice, and be ye kind one to another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven 
you, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering, 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one an- 
other: if any man have a quarrel against any, 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye; and 
above all things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness, and let the peace of God 
rule your heart. This is the state of mind that 
all Christians ought to possess; and, if I am 
not blinded by partiality, Walter Ferriss pos- 
sessed it in as great a degree as any person 
that I ever saw in my life ; and»whenever I sec 
that disposition in any one, I eare not to what 
society they belong, being fully persuaded they 
have been touched with a live coal from the 
altar, ‘ 

I trust I have a firm and lasting belief, that 
in the world of spirits, I shall behold all the 
human family in ong, when all names shall be 
done away, and Christ shall be in all; when 
there shall be no such thing known as sin, but 
that all hearts shall be bowed in humble rev- 
erence to God, And blessed be God who 
hath given me this hope ; it is more to me than 
all the riches of the east. To have a full be- 
lief of meeting my departed husband in another 
world, to be separated no more; to be confident 
that not one of my children will be lost ; that I 
shall see my friends happy ; and that the greats: 
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est. enemies I have on earth will rejoice with | 
me in heaven in the goodness of God, is more 
to me than I can find words to express. These 
are my sentiments, and must I loose your fel- 
fowship on that account? I hope not, for cer- 
tain I am, that I do not feel so much inclina- 





tion to sin as I did when I believed in a partial 


God ; for I believe now, that God loves all the | 


workmanship of his hands, and it naturally in- 
duces me to imitate his example. I had a hope 
for myself before I had a manifestation of his 
love for the whole world; and I rejoice in be- | 
lieving that I cannot love God or my fellow | 
creatures too well, and that God hath mercy in 
store for all his dependant creatures ; and there- 
fore, I think the Universal system can have no 
bad effect on me, or any other person who hath | 
a realizing sense of it. If we see any one who | 
does wrong, we must not lay it to any particular 
system, but to the frailty of man, If we want 
to look for a good foundation, we must look to 
the goodness of God and his promises, and not 
his creature man, for in that we shall all fail. 
If we see any one is so vile that we think he 
cannot be saved, we must think how vile we 
were ourselves, and where we found mercy, 
and we shall see that our own works condemn 
us ‘all, Let us remember, at the same time, 
the promise of God, where he saith, “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, I will make them white 
as snow.” 
* I could write a month on this subject, if I 
had leisure, but I fear by this time, J shall have 
wearied your patience, and that you.wish me 
to conclude, 

I desire you, Sir, in the spirit of friendship, 
seriously to consider what I have written, for I 
really believe it will not have a bad effect upon 


_ your mind, Forbear to think hard of my opin- 


ion, when i tell you that I firmly believe the 
time will.come, when you will have great joy 
in believing in the_restoration of all mankind, 
which I dare say is what you never prayed t 
gainst in your life; and if you pray with the 
spirit of God I trust you never will. 

And that God may grant you comfort while 
on earth, and happiness hereafter, prays your 
friend and well! wisher, 

SALLY FERRISS. 


Rev. ISAAC SAWYER, 
Pastor of the Baptist Church in Monkton. 


IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 


‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE PAITH,”’ 


A JUST COMPLAINT. 

It is an old’saying, and we begin to think avery true 
one, that “‘it takes every thing to make a world.” We 
are the more convinced of the truth of this maxim by 
the conduct of some persons who have heretofore ta- 
ken the Gospel Advocate, We allude to such as de- 
cline receiving the current volume, after it has been 
sent tethem for weeks, and after having been duly ap- 
prised of the proper steps to be taken. 

We have gone all that unremitting industry and vig- 














ilance could do, to have every former subscriber un. 
derstand our situation and expectations. Time after 
time, notice has been given that subscribers would be 
considered as desiring to have the paper continued, 
unless seasonable notice was given to the contrary; 
and yet after all our pains, there have been seven or 
eight notices of discontinuance after the fourth number 
of the present volume had been sent on. 

We are thankful that universalism is not burthened 
with more than one in a hundred of such supporters! 
And if there are any more, among our subscribers who 
wish to signalize themselves in a similar way, we de- 
sire them to send on soon; and we promise them a 
speedy discontinuance, Post Masters are respectfully 
requested to inform us of any such delinquencies, as 


| we are about preparing a ‘ Black List,” of all such as 


so wantonly violate all rules of civility and politeness. 
While on the one hand we intend to extend every rea- 
sonable indulgence to our patrons; on the other, we 
mean that they shall do by us as they would be done 
by. Our hearts have been comforted by the kindness 
of our subscribers, generally speaking; and we regret 
being constrained to utter a single complaint against 
any individual; but the extent of the establishment, 
the wide circulation of our paper, as well as duty to 
our family and the cause of truth, seem to demand, 
that hereafter, due notice should be taken of those 
who are criminally negligent. A word to the wise is 
sufficient; and the foolish shall receive any further 
attention that may be desired or deserved. 
THE PUBLISHERS. 

I> A corrected list of Agents for this paper, will 

be given next week. 


—————— 
SEWUIENT ALL. 
‘* Prompt to improve and to invite, 
** We blend instruction with delight.” 














[From the Christian Intelligencer.) 

“ My husband at tho commencement of his 
career, was too wealthy. He needed something 
to excite him to industry, and_to confirm his 
habits of temperance. But his property en- 
couraged indolence, and indolence nursed a 
host of other evils, He complained, like most 
others, of the shortness of time as a whole, but 
was impatient of the length of its parts. Days 
were too long for him, for he had nothing to 
accomplish in them. ‘To wear away time, he 
at length had resource to ardent spirits. ‘This 
destructive habit gained rapidly upon him.— 
Nights blended with days, witnessed him riot- 
ing in excess, and squandering -his money at 
the gaming table. In the meantime our fami- 
ly increased, We have had nine beautiful chil- 
dren; three of them we have followed to the 
grave, and I have sometimes thought it was in 
merey that God took them away, that they might 
not be left to behold and partake of our present 
miseries. But it is not necessary for me to be 
very particular. Suffice it to say, my husband— 
he to whom’ my heart’s best affections were 
bound—he who vowed love and kindness and 
protection toward me—/e became an habitual 
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—Oh! must I say it—an habitual drunkard! 
He squandered his property, until it was all 
ne! Hehas abused both me and his children / 
et I may still be permitted to say I love him. 
He was my early friend, and he is the father 
of my needy children, Nota day passes over 
my head, in which Ido not bend my knee to 
that God, whose favors he has abused, to en- 
treat for his reformation and happiness. But 
his case is undoubtedly hopeless ; and I and 
mine are undone, We are in very want. Ma- 
ny a time have I divided my last small morsel 
with my darling children, and have heard their 
cries for bread when it was beyond my power 
to relieve them! My husband is now in that 
room in a state of helpless intoxication. It was 
from him that you heard those groans. He has 
become a mere beast. He can always succeed, 
I know not how, in obtaining the intoxicating 
draught, and when he is in liquor he seeks to 
pour the whole storm of his resentment on my 
defenceless head. 1 have borne the misfortune 
meekly. I have always rendered kindness for 
abuse ; and perhaps in this I have done wrong. 
Those however are alone capable of sitting in 
judgment onwme, who have known by expe- 
rience what it is to be in my situation. We 
still live in that house it is true, where I once 
enjoyed a father’s protection, and where I hail- 
ed the matrimonial day which daWned with such 
fair prospects of a happy life. But it is nolong- 
er ours: and we are permitted to remain in it 
only by sufferance, by one who has held the 
poisoned cup to my husband’s lips until he has 
robbed him of the last cent he possessed. 

* When I look back to our former glory and 
contrast it with our present wretchedness, the 
thought is too painful for me and overcomes 
all my better powers. I am extremely poor— 
a family of beloved children are dependant on 
me, old age is approaching and the future pro- 
mises nothing but storms and miseries! My 
only prayer is—that God would provide for 
my helpless children ; and enable me to bend 
‘in humble submission to his will, until this life’s 
troubled scene is o’er, and I shall meet with the 
purified race of man, where sorrowing and 
sighing can never come!” 

All the while Mrs. F. was relating the sad 
tale of her misfortunes, Mrs. D. was in tears. 
She was disposed to “weep with those that 
weep,” and in this case she did it freely, - But 
when the narrator spoke of the contrast between 
her former and her present situation—when 
she referred to the abuse which she, innocent 
and affectionate as she was, had received from 
him who, if it were not for the inebriating bowl, 
would have rewarded her largely for all her 
faithfulness—when she mentioned children, 
and placed her hand upon their heads, as she 
invoked the blessing ofa an Eternal Father up- 
on them, it was too much for her; in the warmth 
of her compassion she fell upon the neck of 


th@injured woman, exclaiming—God in mercy | 
‘hind up this broken heart ; and pour into this 








wounded spirit the richest of thine own divine 
consolations ! 

Never did a person wish for riches more than 
these strangers did, when obliged to take their 
leave of this interesting, but neglected family. 
Freely would they have restored its lost for- 
tune, But benevolence is sometimes compelled 
to stop and weep over wounds it cannot heal. 
‘They gave them all they had—it was not much ; 
but it was enough to answer the calls of nature 
at least for the present. The separation was 
not without pain, for it left wishes unsatisfied 
on the one hand, and an inability to repay a 
kindness, which indeed was more than paid by 
its own exercise on the other. 

As they proceeded homeward, Mrs. D. ex- 
claimed—“ Let me be thankful that heaven put 
it in our way to visit that abode of sorrow.— 
From it let me learn to be more satisfied than 
ever with the blessings I possess—-a home made 
comfortable and happy by him, the sharer of 
my affections, who, thank God, has not made 
shipwreck of his virtue on the accursed rock 
of intemperance.” “ And let me return replied, 
Mr. D., to ch to the world the destructive 
tendency and wretched consequences of a vice, 
that sinks the rational man below the irration- 
al brute, and that brings an insupportable load 
of miseries to the innocent and deserving !” 

GuLIELMUs. 





IMISCELLANY. 
SHOCKING inratTuatTion. 

As “editors of papers generally are requested to 
copy” the following notice of a very extraordinary E- 
lopement, we feel at liberty to give it an insertion.— 
Although we, as Protestants, feel bound to protest a- 
gainst the errors of the Roman Catholic church, we 
are far from desiring to cast a stigma upon her institu- 
tions on account of the misconduct of Father M’Cor- 
mick. But the circumstance brings to mind the im- 
propriety of prohibiting marriage, as is done by the 
Catholics, Why should those “‘ holy ties’’ that bind 
our species together by an institution authorised by 
God himself, be prohibited by the church of Rome !— 
Why should a “ Father in God” be prohibited from 
partaking the endearments of the connubial state, 
while a part of their office is to sanction’the rite which 
secures them to others? He who has studied our na- 
ture knows that the institutions of God’s appointment 
are general, and admirably calculated to prevent licen- 
tiousness and misery; and that religion which denies 
us the benefits of them, cannot be discarded too soan, 
or too speedily meet the destruction that awaits it. 


“Inasmuch as the Rev. Jonny M’Cormicry 
late Pastor of the Roman Catholic Church of 
Rochester, has eloped with a young woman, in 
Violation of morality and of the obligations of 
his sacred office, and of all other ties which 
good men reverence, 

We, the Trustees of the said Church, deem 
it our duty, and do hereby caution our fellow 
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Christians throughout the world to beware of 
the said John M’Cormick as of a wolf in sheep’s 
-glothing. 
Witi1am Toren, 
P. M’Donneex, 
Epwarp Maxuoy, 

Rochester, Feb.5,-1827, 

{>> Editors of papers generally are request- 
ed to copy the above. 

Bor 
NEWS OF THE WHbx. 
NEW -YORK, February 1. 

Another victim to Errar.—Yesterday, Mr. J. Hicks, 
“sn Orange near Spring street, hung himself, after a se- 
cond attempt. He tied a rope to a rafter in a stable, 
fustened it to bis neck, and apparently cast himself 
from a horse on which he stood. He was taken down 
before life was extinct.. He had been exercised.in his 
mind for.a length of time, and told the writer several 
times that he felt an intolerable burden and distress of 

«mind, and said-that it would never be better with him. 
—— 

Great Storm.—The Caiedonian Mercury gives an 
decount of the most awfully destructive storm of wind 
and snow that ever devastated the highlands of Perth 
and Inverness. The loss of human life is deplorable. 
It being on a market day and the*night succeed- 
ing, numbers of poor people from the country perish- 
ed, Eleven bodies had been dug out ofthe snow. In 
some parts of the highlands the snow is drifted to the 
depth of one hundred feet. The Caledonian stage, 

* between Perth and Inverness, lay buried in the snow. 
Immense numbers of sheep hed perished, and those 
which still survived, must soon perish for want of sus- 
tenance. The joss of shipping on the ¢O&st of Scot- 
land was great: in ono vessel twenty persons were lost, 
and in another, the captain and four men. Upwards 
of ten thousand sheep perished in the snow storms. 


In Dunbarton, N. H. perished inthe Great Pond, 
(so called) Mr. Archelaus Colby, aged about 60. He 
was found seven days afterward, standing nearly erect 
with his head and shoulders frozen into the ice. 


Trustees, 


_ At the circuit court, recently held in Seneca county, 
the case of Mrs. Sweet came on for the murder of her 
husband, with an axe. After an impartial investiga- 
tion, the Jury was of opinion that Mrs. Sweet was in- 
sane, and she was ordered to be taken care of by her 
friends, 

}— ___ 

We aretold that when a native of Sumatra beheld a 
clock, and was made sensible of its use, he said, ‘‘ the sun 
is a machine of similar construction.”"—“ But who winds it 
up?” inquired one of his companions, “‘ Who but Allah?” 


(God) was the reply. 
ge 


A certain Mechanic having occasion to boil some cattle’s 
feet, emptied the bones near the court house. A lawyer ob- 
serving them, inquired of a bystander what they were.— 
¥ I believe they are client’s bones,”’ replied the wag, ‘‘as 
they appear to be well picked.” 


The coaches from Leeds to London, trayel at an unpre- 
cedented rate of speed. They perform the distance of 110 
giles in7 hours and 50 minutes; 


irs. Brown, New Jersey, am accotnt of whose trial 

for cruel treatment fa little black girl, was given some 

| days since, has been sentenced to pay a fine of one 

hundred dol!ars and imprisoned in the county jail for 

three months. She is also réquired to bear the ex- 

pense of supporting the child, without having it under 
her control. 














Poetic Department. 
THE MOTHER'S GRAVE. 


* And that same dew which sometime on the buds 
7as wont to swell like rownd and orient pearls, 
Stood now within the pretty infant's eyes 
In tears.” SHAKESPEsRe-... 





Look, sister sweet, upon that hallow’d stone ! 
We stand tipon a spot of leve and fear ; 
For there is laid a heart, the fondest one, 
That ever left its children weeping here > 
Therc sleeps our mother in the silent dust, 
By all our sorrow, all our love unmoy’d ;. 
Sleeps, till the solemn summons of the just 
Bids her awake, to meet the God she loved 
I saw her fainting on her bed of pain ; 
I saw her like the leaves of autumn lie ; 
I saw her strive to smile, but strive in vain— 
And then I—no, I dared not sce her die ! 
Then came the bitter pageant of the grave- 
The fearful hearse, the following weeping crowd ~ 
I saw—‘twas but one look—the plumage wave, 
And longed to slumber with her in her shroud. 
Thou King of kings, who on these babes did smile, . 
And take the little ones upon thy knee, 
Guide us through earth, and al! its snares, awhile--> 
Then take us innocent to rest with thee ! 
Sweet sister, bend no more on earth thine eyes, 
No more weep idly on that silent stone ; 
But fix thy gaze, thy soul, upon the skies— 
There shall we go, for there our mother’s gonef.- 
~~ 
BNIGMA. 
TO BE SOLVED BY THE CALVINISTS, 
° *“* * * * There lived a man, 
Who a great Reformer was ;—and why * 
The case is plain to be seen : 
The Pope burnt hereticks with fuel dry, 
And ue burnt one with green! 


7 


Who was it@ 
een ine 
WOTICE. 

The Senior Editor expects to preach at Attica Vil: 
lage next Sabbath at the usual hours of service; and 
at Alexander Village in the evening of the same day, 
if desired. 

fC ____t 

The Gospgt ApvocaTe, and ImpanTiat Investica- 
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not paid before the expiration of the yeer. 
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